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Chad 


Former Minister Koty Returns to Ndjamena, Comments 


AB1708223493 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Excerpts] Colonel Abass Koty, one of the dangerous 
military opponents to President Idriss Deby’s military 
regime, returned to Ndjamena this morning following an 
agreement that was signed on 15 August—thanks to 
Libyan and Sudanese mediation—in Tripoli between the 
Chadian Government and Abass Koty’s movement. 
[passage omitted] 


Koty, who arrived in Ndjamena today, tells our correspon- 
dent Rene Bila Yombirim what prompted his return home: 


[Begin Koty recording] I am returning to Chad after the 
reconciliation appeal launched by the president of the 
Republic and Prime Minister Fidel Kamougue. Thanks 
to the mediation and good offices of our Libyan and 
Sudanese friends, we reached a reconciliation agree- 
ment, the contents of which will be revealed to you later. 
But I do not know anything about what happened at 
Chokoyan. All I am asking is that the government and 
the humanitarian organizations to shed some light on the 
event and apportion responsibilities. [end recording] 


Officials Thank Libya for Reconciliation Efforts 


LD1608 163393 Tripoli JANA in English 1431 GMT 
16 Aug 93 


[Excerpt] Trip: ti, Hanibal [August] 16, JAMAHIRIYAH 
NEWS AGENCY—The Great Jamahiriyah has recently 
co-operaied with the Sudan in an initiative to achieve 
conciliation between the government of Chad and the 
military opposition headed by Abbas Koty. It played 
host to several meetings between the two sides with a 
delegation representing the Chadian Government led by 
Mohammed Ali Abdallah, Abbas Koty representing the 
opposition faction and al-Tijani Adam al-Tahir, member 
of the Revolution Command Council in the Sudan 
representing the Sudanese Government. 


This comes as part of the ongoing efforts carried out by 
the Great Jamahiriyah in solving the problems of neigh- 
boring African countries through dialogue and in line 
with its role in preserving national unity in Chad, to 
bring about stability and to allow its people to build and 
develop their country. 


The JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS AGENCY reports that this 
initiative was successful whereupon the treaty of concil- 
iation was signed by both sides at noon yesterday. 


Mohammed Ali Abdallah, who was representing the 
~Chadian Government highly commended the efforts 
exerted by the leader of the revolution to achieve this 
conciliation. 
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In a statement he gave to a correspondent of the JAMA- 
HIRIYAH NEWS AGENCY after the signing of the agree- 
ment, Mohammed Ali Abdallah said: We thank the Great 
Jamahiriyah for its efforts in reaching a general concilia- 
tion which the National Conciliation Council of Chad had 
hoped for. 


Abbas Koty who leads the military opposition in Chad 
expressed his appreciation for the efforts undertaken by 
the leader of the revolution in reaching this agreement. 
[passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Mobutu Meets HCR Members, Orders People’s Palace 
Opened 

AB1608224093 Kinshasa Tele-Zaire Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 16 Aug 93 


[Text] President Mobutu received the High Council of 
the Republic [HCR] Action Group at Camp Tshatshi on 
the morning of 16 August. The group was led to the head 
of state by the minister in charge of relations with the 
High Council of the Republic and Parliament. Commu- 
nications and Press Minister Luwowo N’Gongo also 
attended the meeting. Kibabu Shigba interviewed Mr. 
(Bi Namani Kalingba) about the meeting: 


[Begin recording] [(Kalingba)] The head of state received 
members of the HCR Action Group. The group briefed 
the head of state on a number issues that were of concern 
to the HCR. These include, above all, the accessibility of 
the People’s Palace. I think you are aware that on 14 and 
15 August, the chairmen of HCR Commissions who had 
wanted to hold a meeting at the People’s Palace to 
prepare for the next session were denied access to the 
palace. The head of state, whom the group came to see 
about the problem, has ordered that the People’s Palace 
be reopened to the HCR members. Therefore, as of 17 
August, the HCR national executive and all the 
chairmen of the different commissions who need to hold 
sessions at the People’s Palace may do so. This is what 
the head of state has decided. 


[Shigba] Who exactly are the members of this group? What 
do they do? Could you explain what your objectives are? 


{(Kalingba)] First of all, the group is made up of HCR 
members. There are no members from outside. It is a 
group that is working toward a peaceful transition and 
endorses the principle of dialogue. In the group’s view, 
dialogue must be established between the different transi- 
tional institutions. It is in that capacity that the group 
came to see the head of state to inform him of problems 
concerning the HCR’s functioning. You know that both 
the Sovereign National Conference and the Kinshasa polit- 
ical conclave of Kinshasa have officially recognized the 
HCR’s existence. The HCR is the only one of the transi- 
tional institutions that is not functioning properly. This is, 
therefore, of concern to the HCR, and the head of state has 
agreed that the HCR should be allowed to function like the 
other transitional institutions. [end recording] 


2 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Mandela Reportedly Promises To Break Taiwan Ties for 
Beijing 


MB1808062193 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0500 GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] President 
Nelson Mandela is reported to have promised China that 
a future South African Government will break diplo- 
matic ties with Taiwan in favor of Beijing. 


The official China News Agency says that in a letter by 
SACP [South African Communist Party] Chairman Joe 
Slovo, Mr. Mandela is quoted as assuring Beijing that the 
People’s Republic of China will.be recognized as the sole 
representative of the Chinese nation. 


The letter appears to be dimed at assuring Beijing on the 
diplomatic issue, following Mr. Mandela’s recent visit to 
Taiwan. While in Taiwan, Mr. Mandela declined to 
commit himself to maintaining links with that country, 
but was decorated by the Taiwanese president and 
received a promise that Taiwan would set up a multi- 
million-rand training center in South Africa. 


ANC Seeks To ‘Correct’ Report 


MB1808094593 Johannesburg S.‘PA in English 0920 
GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 18 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] on Wednesday hastened “to 
correct” a China-based news report that its president, 
Nelson Mandela, had promised China in a letter that a 
new South African government would break diplomatic 
ties with Taiwan in favour of Beijing. 


In a statement the ANC said its position on Taiwan, which 
Mr Mandela visited recently to raise funds for the ANC’s 
election campaign, remained unaltered: “While the ANC 
stands ready to build a new relationship with the Govern- 
ment of Taiwan, whatever our past differences, it will not 
abandon its longstanding friends. The struggle for democ- 
racy in South Africa has benefited from the assistance it 
received from a number of states, including the People’s 
Republic of China. An ANC-led government of national 
unity will review all South Africa’s international relations, 
redefine the national interest so as to correctly reflect the 
concerns not only of the white minority, but those of the 
majority who have thus far been excluded from any voice 
in the affairs of state.” 


The ANC said Mr Mandela, after his fund-raising trip to 
Taipei from July 30 to August 2, asked a South African 
Communist Party [SACP] delegation visiting Beijing to 
present copies of all his speeches in Taiwan to the Beying 
Foreigr Ministry, as a gesture of courtesy. 


A spokesman for Beijing’s official XINHUA NEWS 
AGENCY on Wednesday defended its story, saying it 
was based on “reliable sources’. The contents of the 
letter emerged after a meeting with visiting SACP 
National Chairman Joe Slovo. ’ 
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XINHUA said Mr Slovo conveyed a letter by Mr Man- 
dela to Beijing which said the ANC would not abandon 
its old friends. 


XINHUA said: “The new South Africa will correct the 
historic injustice which apartheid perpetrated in relation 
to China when it gave diplomatic recognition to Taiwan. It 
will undoubtedly give diplomatic recognition to the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China and the sole representative of the 
whole Chinese nation. Whatever impression may have 
been created by his visit to Taiwan, President Mandela 
wishes it to be known that this is our clear policy,” 
XINHUA quoted Mr Mandela’s message as saying. 


XINHUA serves as the official mouthpiece of the Chi- 
nese Government and its stories are tightly vetted to 
conform to Beijing’s officia! position. 


Mr Mandela, after the first official visit by the ANC to 
Taipe., told reporters the visit was a success and marked 
the opening of a new chapter in relations between his 
organisation and Taiwan. 


Observers believed one of the main purposes of the trip 
was to reassure Taiwan’s business community that its 
future would not be threatened in a new South Africa. 


Taiwan is South Africa’s sixth biggest trading partner 
and has beer. the single biggest national investor in the 
past few years. 


Taiwan’s nationalist government, which fled to the 
island in 1949 after losing the Chinese civil war to the 
communists, is granted diplomatic recognition by the 
present South African Government. 


De Klerk Notes ‘Substantial Agreements’ on Transition 


MB1708135693 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] State President F.W. de Klerk says substantial 
agreements have been reached on the nature of the 
transitional process to a government of national unity. 
Speaking in Cape Town, he said the negotiators at 
Kempton Park were finalizing agreements that would 
lead to the early establishment of the Transitional Exec- 
utive Council. 


He said the only setback had been the withdrawal of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] from negotiations. How- 
ever, talks between the government and the IFP were 
continuing. 


Cosag Members Decide To Remain in Negotiations 


MB1708201693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1929 
GMT 07 Aug 93 


[By David Greybe] 
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[Text] Johannesburg Aug 17 SAPA—The three 
remaining members of the Concerned South Africans 
Group [Cosag] at democracy talks—Bophuthatswana, 
Ciskei and the Afrikaner Volksunie [Afrikaner National 
Union, AVU]—decided on Tuesday night to remain at 
negotiations for the time being. The decision was taken 
at an urgent meeting of the leaders of the three Cosag 
members still at the talks, plus the Conservative Party 
[CP] and the Afrikaner Volksfront [Afrikaner National 
Front, AVF], in the Bophuthatswana capital Mmabatho. 


The Ciskei had indicated earlier this week it planned to 
suspend its participation at the World Trade Centre at 
Kempton Park, and would try to convince the two other 
parties still at the talks to join it. However, 
Bophuthatswana had said as late as Tuesday afternoon it 
had no intention of suspending its participation in 
negotiations because it believed it was achieving more 
inside the process than outside. 


Three other Cosag members—the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, kwaZulu Government and the Conservative 
Party—suspended their participation at talks after the 
ratification of the April 27 election date on July 2. 


A source at Tuesday night’s talks described the discus- 
sions as “frank; but there were no hard feelings after- 
wards’. He quoted senior Bophuthatswana negotiator 
Rowan Cronje as having said at the end of the meeting: 
“The discussions were profound and searching, and 
included the pros and cons of staying in or withdrawing 
from the talks. As long as people listened to 
Bophuthatswana, not necessarily accepting our views, 
but willing to negotiate, Bophuthatswana will remain in 
the talks. Bophuthatswana will continue as long as it 
makes sense to do so,” he further quoted Mr Cronje. 


The source said Ciskei military ruler Brig Oupa Gqozo 
described the meeting as “extremely positive”. He said 
Brig Gqozo said the three Cosag members still at the 
World Trade Centre “will be staying at the talks while 
the Cosag Executive explores further developments 
which have resulted from tonight’s (Tues) meeting”. The 
source declined to reveal what further developments 
Brig Gqozo referred to, but said the Cosag Executive 
would be meeting in Pretoria next week on Thursday to 
pursue them. 


In the meantime, at least, the three parties would remain 
at the talks. The source said the AVU “remained com- 
mitted to participating (in the negotiation process) while 
it is able to make constructive contributions”. 


Mr Cronje reportedly said a ‘“‘more unified” Cosag had 
emerged from Tuesday night’s meeting, with ‘a new- 
found enthusiasm and dete;mination to address the 
difficult issues that still need to be resolved in the 
negotiat'on process’”’. 


The source confirmed speculation outside Cosag that 
some participants entered the meeting wondering 
whether it was “‘a marriage or a divorce meeting’. The 
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Cosag members agreed there was no sense in the negoti- 
ation process drawing to a close until certain funda- 
mental issues had been addressed. 


The source said four such issues were identified: 


—whether the final constitution would be drawn up by 
the present Negotiating Council or the envisaged con- 
stitution-making body as proposed under the so-called 
two-phase transition process; 


—the 27 constitutional principles already agreed to “‘are 
too vague and need to be fleshed out”; 


——the need for a strong constitutional court to certify and 
safeguard the transition process; and 


—a deadlock-breaking mechanism. 


The source said the Cosag leaders present at the meeting 
were Bophuthatswana President Lucas Mangope, CP 
leader Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg, the AVU’s Andries Beyers, 
Gen Constand Viljoen of the AVF, and Brig Gqozo. 


PAC, ANC Expected To Meet in Cairo in Early 
September 


MB1708133993 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1254 
GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] Cairo Aug 17 SAPA—The African National Con- 
gress [ANC] and Pan Afiicanist Congress [PAC] are 
expected to meet in Cairo at the beginning of September 
in an attempt to overcome their differences on the 
transitional process in South Africa. The ANC and the 
PAC have voiced differences on the nature of a transi- 
tiong’ interim government, the timetable for the lifting 
of remaining sanctions and the need for armed struggle. 


Egyptian Government officials said on Tuesday the 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leadership had failed to 
respond to an invitation for a separate meeting to discuss 
its participation in the negotiating process. The IFP 
walked out of talks in July to protest against the decision- 
making process and approach being taken at the multi- 
party negotiations. 


Buthelezi, Viljoen Reject Joint Peacekeeping 
Force 


MB1808072693 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 2000 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Excerpts] The Negotiating Council has agreed on mech- 
anisms to establish a 10,000-memer national peace- 
keeping force by the end of the year. This means that 
SADF [South African Defense Force], MK [Umkhonto 
we Sizwe—-ANC military wing] and even APLA [Aza- 
nian People’s Liberation Army] members would serve 
side by side in a single force for the first time. Earlier 
today both IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party} President Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi and Afrikaner Volksfront [National 
Front] leader Constand Viljoen voiced their opposition 
to a joint force. [passage omitted] 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


In Zambia today Dr. Buthelezi said the IFP would not 
become involved in a joint peacekeeping force. 


[Begin Buthelezi recording] We have said that we would 
not participate in a peacekeeping force in which we have 
no contribution ourselves, because I’ve told the minister 
of defense that I reject the idea of equating kwaZulu 
Police with MK Umkhonto we Sizwe. [end recording] 


Speaking in Bloemfontein, General Viljoen said that if 
all the country’s military forces were placed under one 
command within the next five years, the result would be 
misery. 


[Begin Viljoen recording, in progress] ...1 see no way 
these people will accept the risk of going to the new 
South Africa without any forces of their own—some 
home forces, or some forces that they will be able to 
protect themselves. [end recording] 


New Defense Force Chief Interviewed on Peacekeeping Force 


MB1708114693 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1830 GMT 16 Aug 93 


[Interview with Lieutenant General George Meiring, 
new South African Defense Force chief, by South 
African Broadcasting Corporation political correspon- 
dent Freek Robinson in Pretoria during the “Agenda” 
program—recorded] 


[Text] [Robinson] Good evening and welcome. Far- 
reaching political decisions on a future defense force still 
have to be taken, but the force’s apolitical character and 
the maintenance of standards are major priorities to the 
new chief of the South African Defense Force [SADF}, 
Lieutenant General George Meiring. At his first news 
conference in Pretoria today, he hinted what his goals 
will be when he takes over the reins on | November from 
General Kat Liebenberg. During the war in Angola, the 
58-year-old Gen. Meiring, who is at present chief of the 
Army, made a name for himself as a professional soldier, 
but for this very reason he is also a controversial figure in 
the eyes of his former opponents. Earlier today I spoke 
with him in his office in Pretoria. 


[Begin recording] [Robinson] General, let us begin with 
you as a person. It is said in—let’s be honest about 
this—left-wing circles that you are really a person with a 
particular political point of view, and that you should not, 
to them, have been chosen for the job. Your reaction? 


{Meiring] I do not believe I have been forged in a 
particular political mold. I honestly belir ve I have tried 
all these years to walk the narrow line, not going either to 
the left or right. I serve the government of the day and 
have always done this to the best of my ability. I consider 
myself and the defense force to be apolitical. It may be 
possible that all sides will say I lean to one side or the 
other. In the past the right-wing has claimed I lean to the 
left. If the left is now saying I lean to the right, then I 
ought to be happy that I seem to be in the middle of the 
spectrum. 
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[Robinson] Do you, today, view Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[MK, Spear of the Nation—military wing of the African 
National Congress, ANC] as an enemy? 


[Meiring] Not necessarily. We hold discussions with them. 
But should MK decide to overthrow the government by 
undemocratic means, then they will be an enemy. 


[Robinson] You say you are holding talks with them? 


[Meiring] We have held discussions with the MK, together 
with the chief of the SADF, just as we have held discus- 
sions with others right across the political spectrum. 


[Robinson] I take it the discussions wer> focussed spe- 
cifically on the integration of the various forces. 


{Meiring] We held discussions to try to fiixd out what the 
differences in approach were to a possible future South 
Africa. The terms used include leveling the political 
playing fields and political control over the Armed 
Forces. [preceding 12 words in English] We needed to 
reach a definition on these issues to decide what our view 
will be in the future in possible negotiations. So, yes, we 
have held talks, not only with the MK, but with members 
of the ANC, with members of Inkatha, as well as with 
right-wing groups. These were not negotiations. The 
discussions were to find out where there is agreement 
and where there is no agreement. 


[Robinson] Do you think it is necessary to unite the 
various private armies and the SADF as soon as pos- 
sible? 


{Meiring] I believe there is no place for private armies in 
South Africa. There is a statutory defense force and a 
statutory police force. 


[Robinson] Must they be incorporated into the defense 
force? 


[Meiring] They have to be brought in somewhere or the 
other, either in the police force or the defense force. 


[Robinson] How quickly should that take place? 


{Meiring] Preferably before the election, otherwise it can 
always be claimed that the election was not free and fair. 
There can always be accusations that one side or the 
other, left or right, was guilty of intimidation. People can 
always claim that the political playing field was not level. 
So the sooner everyone falls under a single statutory 
body or bodies—the police or the defense force—the 


better. That’s a purely philosophical point of view. 


[Robinson] But time is short, which means you have to 
work fast. Are you aware of any particular dates when 
things should start happening? 
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{Meiring] I cannot anticipate the political negoliation 
process. That is really a matter for the politicains. 


[Robinson] But you do have a personal point of view? 


[Meiring] I believe it should take place as soon as 
possible, because one cannot start pulling people into a 
defense force or police force without taking into consid- 
eration their standards, their norms, how much 
retraining they may need. But the sooner the politicains 
reach agreement, the easier it will be for those of us who 
have to implement the decision. 


{Robinson} I understand you have already presented 
your own recommendations. 


{Meiring] We have held discussions. We have all given 
our input to the Goldstone Commisions. These recom- 
mendations must now be discussed at the multilateral 
meetings at the negotiation center. How long that will 
take, I cannot say. 


[Robinson] What is your view on the multiparty control 
of such a defense force, even if only during the interim 
period? 


{Meiring] There can be political control, but not day- 
to-day management control. That would be unacceptable 
in military terms, if you understand what I mean. There 
can be political control, as is the case at present where 
the SADF falls under a political structure such as the 
minister and, through him, the government. Likewise 
there can be a political body alongside, or together with, 
or in place of the minister. That’s for the politicians to 
negotiate—on the control over the defense force. But 
there can be no interference in the day-to-day running of 
the force in the purely military sense. 


[Robinson] Do you accept, as is being said by the ANC in 
particular, that the SADF must become more represen- 
tative, meaning more black members, including within 
the command structure? 


[Meiring}] Much can be achieved by so-called affirmative 
action. But the SADF is an organization that has to 
handle and manage high technology, not just people. 
Those in the management and control positions must be 
schooled in the process. The SADF already has people 
from all race groups. It is no secret that we offer equal 
opportunities, but it takes about 18 years to rise from a 
lieutenant to a colonel, if standards are maintained. We 
have made much progress. We have non-white briga- 
diers, as well as senior officers, such as colonels. The 
same is true in middle management, such as captains, 
who are all doing very good work. We can talk about 
positions, but one cannot simply create opportunities 
without standards. 


[Robinson] We also hear about a peace force that would 
serve in the townships where there’s a lot of violence. 
What is your view of such a peacekeeping force? 


{Meiring] In the talks we have held, we have referred to 
such a possibility. It is claimed in some circles that the 
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SADF or the police are not seen to be legitimate in some 
areas. During these discussions the idea of a peace force 
has been raised. It has been proposed at the political 
level, as well as by the Goldstone Commission, and the 
government, and the ANC, and others. The creation of 
such a force would be a political decision. But once the 
decision has been taken, the force must be representative 
and must include police, SADF, and the other partici- 
pants so as to ensure it is accepted in the eyes of the 
community it serves. 


[Robinson] Other participants? 


{Meiring] Yes, such as the MK and the TBVC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] defense and police 
forces, which could be included in a new South Africa. 


[Robinson] General Constarnd Viljoen, whom you know 
well, has said people must join the commandos to 
receive training, meaning that the SADF’s commando 
system could provide storm troops for right-wing polit- 
ical parties. 


[Meiring] We in the SADF also call on people to join the 
commandos. They are there to provide protection in 
rural areas to homes and property and people. It is more 
useful for people to join the commandos, which are 
statutory structures, rather than try to form their own 
defense units and do their own thing. 


[Robinson] The political motives of such people do not 
worry you? 


[Meiring] Anyone can have motives. We recruit white 
and black into the SADF. We try to keep them apolitical, 
to place them under military discipline, to enable them 
to help us to provide security. That is part of the defense 
force. The commandos are part of the Army. I hope 
people will not use the defense force to serve their own 
political motives. We try to make sure of that. 


[Robinson] The question may be asked that, as in the 
case of Gen. Viljoen who has become involved in poli- 
tics, how many other retired generals may go into poli- 
tics? What about you? Some people say you may be out 
of your job within a year. 


[Meiring] I do not wish to speculate on how long I will 
hold this job. Normally one is given a contract of three to 
five years. I cannot foresee that anyone who has served 
for a long time in the defense force will easily choose 
political sides. We are rained to be so apolitical that it 
would be difficult. Bear in mind, too, that it was a long 
time before Gen. Viljoen and others began to make 
political statements. I do not like to comment; it 1s their 
political right to do so. I prefer to mark a ballot paper. 


[Robinson] What about national service in the future? 
Will it still be compulsory? Only for whites, or for 
everyone? 


[Meiring] You know that up to now, national service has 
applied only to one part of the population. In future we 
see things diffently. It is also something that is being 


discussed at various levels. The views of different figures 
are being sought, I’m sure. But I foresee that national 
serivce will have to continue in some form or another to 
continue feeding the part-time component of the defense 
force. But there is no doubt that it will be different and 
more representative. Just how different, one cannot 
speculate. 


{Robinson} General, thank you very much. 


{Meiring] ‘hank you. 


NP Sees ANC ‘Disinformation Gimmick’ on East Rand 


MB1608 133493 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1240 
GMT 16 Aug 93 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 16 SAPA—The National Party [NP] 
said on Monday the African National Congress’ [ANC] 
“disinformation gimmick” to frame Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP] member Bongani Mbatha as a police spy had 
backfired dramatically. 


When originally captured by the ANC, Mr. Mbatha 
accused the South African Police and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party of conniving in attacks on East Rand 
township residents, but retracted his statements on 
Sunday when the Goldstone Commission began investi- 
gating his claims. He told the Goldstone Commission his 
abductors assaulted him to force him to make the claims. 


NP media spokesman Marthinus van Schalkwyk said: 
“This cheap publicity does not only harm the ANC’s 
credibility, it also pu.s in the spotlight, once again, the 
ruthless methods used by the ANC to twist the truth to 
suit their needs, and even to fabricate falsehoods to 
deceive the South African public.” He said in a state- 
ment: “The Mbatha incident is a timely warning to 
ordinary South Africans of what they can expect if the 
ANC is to have sole and unlimited power in a future 
South Africa.” 


The IFP has accused the ANC of engaging in a dirty 
tricks campaign against the IFP and called for the arrest 
of Mr. Mbatha’s abductors. 


Six Men Hijack Car Belonging to ANC’s Tokyo Sexwale 


MB1708 114393 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2159 
GMT 16 Aug 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 16 SAPA—Six armed men 
hijacked African National Congress [ANC] PWV [Pre- 
toria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging] Chairman Tokyo 
Sexwale’s car in Emdeni, Soweto, on Monday night, 
police confirmed. 


Spokesman Lt G. van Rooyen said a white Tcyota 
Sprinter 1993 model was hijacked by six men, allegedly 
armed with knives and handguns. 


A charge of armed robbery was being investigated, he 
said. 
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ANC spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa said the car was 
taken from Mr Sexwale’s bodyguard, Vusi Dlamini, after 
he had dropped off Mr Sexwale at his home in Dawn 
Park on the East Rand. 


Lt van Rooyen said Mr Dlamini was unharmed. 


ANC Infighting Seen as Cause of Bambayi Violence 
MB1708154193 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 12-14 Aug 93 
ps 


[From the “Comment and Opinion” page: “Red Alert as 
Bambayi Burns”—published in English] 


[Text] The shacklands of Bambayi are sadly synonymous 
with violence. Not between the ANC [African National 
Congress] and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party], but 
between factions of the ANC—the “Reds” and the 
“Greens.” Since the beginning of the year, over two 
hundred people have been killed in their terrible internal 
feuding, and several thousand people have fled the area 
as refugees, desperate to find a haven for themselves and 
their children. Now there is an added dimension. If the 
area was already so politically intolerant that rival ANC 
groups were killing each other, what is to be expected of 
the ANC now that it has ar.other opponent to focus upon 
in Bambayi—the IFP? 


Dissatisfied ANC members—the Greens—threatened with 
expulsion orders from Bambayi and even death from their 
erstwhile colleagues, have joined the IFP en masse. They 
refuse to move from their homes just because they no 
longer support the ANC. They refuse to accept that the 
area should totally deny them freedom of political expres- 
sion—whether from within the same organisation, or from 
a competing party—just because they are no longer pre- 
pared to bow to the dictates of the Reds. 


The results of their brave stand against political intoler- 
ance and for freedom of expression? A hand grenade 
thrown into the crowds flocking to the first launch of an 
IFP branch in Bambayi on Sunday—1 person was killed 
and several wounded in this initial attack, setting off an 
inevitable bloodbath. 


Signs of this gross intolerance preceded the launch, as 
did preparations to destroy it. Sunday morning saw IFP 
supporters’ cars damaged, including that of IFP regional 
organiser, Mr. Senzo Mfayela, whose window was 
smashed with an axe in the presence of foreign observers. 
The PA system was deliberately damaged. The tent was 
torn to pieces. Clearly, the Reds were preparing for war, 
not peace, and the hand grenade was part of the same 
pattern. 


That is a lesson that political parties ignore at their peril 
with an election scheduled for some time next year. The 
political reality facing certain parties is thus an ugly 
one—succumb or resist. But if parties succumb to this 
crass intimidation and violence, then what hope do they 
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have in an election? The DP’s [Democratic Party] Zach 
de Beer made exactly the same point after ANC sup- 
porters last week disrupted yet another DP rally in yet 
another self-proclaimed “ANC” township—the DP, he 
said, has vowed to continue, come what may. DP sup- 
porters and members in townships have an inalienable 
right to freedom of political expression, and if this is 
denied them through force, democracy is doomed, not 
just for them but for everyone. 


Bambayi is no different, and the IFP faces the same 
choice. Guilt for the tragic results of the IFP responding 
to members’ requests for the launch of a branch can only 
be attributed to those refusing to accept thai democracy 
is On its way. 


De Klerk Seen To Flex Political Muscle 


MB1608120693 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Aug 93 p 10 


[Article by political correspondent Chris Whitfield] 


[Text] Has President de Klerk changed gear? And is he 
giving vent to long-suppressed kragdadigheid [show of 
force]? 


Signals in the past few days are that he has grown tired of 
straining against a leash imposed by the need to consult 
the country’s other major player during what has been a 
sensitive and extremely delicaic phase of the transition. 


Certainly what he sees as the battle-lines for the pro- 
jected April 27 election next year are becoming clearer, 
and they contain interesting implications—not least 
being an acknowledgement that it is with the IFP 
[Inkatha Freedom Party] that the National Party [NP] 
once again feels it should form some sort of election 
partnership. 


Vhen De Klerk and Nelson Mandela came face-to-face 
in Pretoria two weeks ago, the exchanges were, according 
to insiders from both the ANC and Government, partic- 
ularly tough The issue at hand during the meeting in the 
Presidency was almost exclusively the violence on the 
East Rand. The four-hour talks were held against the 
backdrop of a Cabinet decision to pour troops and 
heavily armoured vehicles into the troubled townships. 


In what one senior politician described as their most 
bitter exchanges yet, Mandela argued that the decision 
had been taken without sufficient consultation. De Klerk 
countered that the crisis was of such a nature that the 
time for talking had passed. 


Given the pressures from their constituencies, the clash 
was probably inevitable. Mandela had just returned from 
addressing a crowd at Katlehong’s Huntersfield Sta- 
dium. Scrawled on a school desk in front of him as he 
spoke was a blunt message from an anonymous sup- 
porter: “No peace. Don’t talk about peace. We have 
heard enough of peace. Please, Mr Mandela, no peace. 
Give us weapons.” 
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With the threat of haemorrhaging support to those who 
have no reservations about talking through the barrel of a 
gun—not to mention concern about his supporters’ 
safety—Mandela’s sensitivity on the issue of violence 
grows. 


De Klerk, on the other hand, has his own problems. He 
has been highly prickly c/ late to charges that his is a 
“lame duck” government. In a country which likes its 
leaders to be tough, the perception of ineffectuality has 
damaged his standing both among existing supporters 
and among black, Indian and coloured communities who 
may have been tempted to back him in an election. 


Until last week he had resisted the temptation to answer 
those perceptions by indulging in anything that smacked 
of overtly strong- arm activity. The nature of the East 
Rand crisis provided an opportun.ty to act decisively 
and, the Government believes, justifiably. 


Speaking in Durban last Wednesday night, De Klerk, on 
the eve of the Natal NP congress, gave fresh indications of 
his thinking. He effectively acknowledged grassroots grum- 
bles when he admitted: The National Party has been 
relatively silent over a long period. However, the “time for 
silence” had passed, and he indicated that his speech 
amounted to the first shots in the NP’s election campaign. 


Obviously such a campaign is by nature aggressive. 
Clearly conscious of the row over sending more troops to 
the East Rand, he also announced that “where neces- 
sary” the Government would continue to strengthen the 
hand of the security forces. But perhaps most revealing 
in a blunt speech was his characterisation of his political 
opponents. 


The ANC was a “dangerous and untrustworthy party” 
that needed to be cut down to size in elections. It lacked 
the guts or courage to eliminate the communist beast in 
its midst. “In the coming election the ANC will be the 
Nationa! Party’s main oppor ent,” he told supporters. 


In sharp contrast, the inkatha Freedom Party was a 
natural partner against a natural opponent, the ANC. 
“On my part, I shall continue to try to remove obstacles 
in the way of better co- operation between the National 
Party and the IFP. On behalf of the National Party, 
therefore, I extend the hand of friendship anew tonight.” 
In doing so he also made what may prove to be a 
significant concession to the IFP’s position on negotia- 
ions, telling the people of kwaZulu/Natal that they 
would get their “‘regional constitution’. Criticism 
directed against the IFP was about “procedures” and not 
policies or principles. 


The days and weeks ahead will no doubt prove illumi- 
nating, but the signs are that de Klerk now feels negoti- 
ations have reached a stage where he can ignore the 
ANC’s sensibilities and settle back into what his political 
past suggests is a more natural role. In other words, the 
reformist President feels he no longer needs to shepherd 
the process to the extent that he has in the , ‘st. 
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The dangers inherent in mistiming a shift back to polit- 
ical in- fighting are huge, but the current equation 
suggests he may be positioned to get away with it. 


South African Press Review for 18 Aug 
MB1808 105293 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Editorial Welcomes Decision To Give Walvis bay to 
Namibia—Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 18 
August in a page 12 editorial says the decision to hand 
Walvis Bay to Namibia is important for two reasons: “It 
represents historic justice; and the unanimous agreement 
was reached at the Negotiating Council—not in Parlia- 
ment.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


IFP, ANC, Government “Provocative Tactics” at Nego- 
tiations—Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 
18 August in a page 8 editorial states: “‘Six weeks after 
inkatha walked out of the multiparty negotiating forum, 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and his party remain unmoved by 
pleas that they rejoin the talks. And who can blame 
them? In this period, the negotiators who remain at 
Kempton Park have made more concessions to their 
phantom Inkatha counterparts than in the entire 19 
months of on-off negotia‘ions that preceded it.” This 
negotiating tactic may well have “contributed to the 
tensions on the ground that made July the most violent 
month in three years. Lamentable as that may be, neither 
the ANC [African National Congress] nor the National 
Party [NP] has the moral right to single out Inkatha for 
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criticism on iais score. The ANC has also been more 
than willing to use provocative tactics, including walk- 
outs and mass mobilisation, to strengthen its position at 
the negotiating table. The NP, as the wielder of state 
power, has Sound such tactics unnecessary; stonewalling 
for lengthy periods has been an easier option.” 


BEELD 


ANC Must Remove ‘Multiplicity of Faces’’— 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 13 August in a 
page 10 editorial points out that “President F. W. de 
Klerk is correct when he says that divergent statements 
and points of view by the ANC ’often create the impres- 
sion of a hodgepodge of a party which cannot easily be 
trusted.’ The diversity of statements is indeed a fact” 
with “Mr Mandela touring the country and calling for 
the vote to be given to 14-year-olds, and Dr. Pallo Jordan 
declaring that the idea is a non- starter” and “almost 
every point of policy in the ANC having one or more 
alternatives.” “The ANC does indeed accommodate 
everyone: the so-called Charterists and Black Conscious- 
ness adherents; communists and Sta'inists; people with 
an own trade union agenda; cabals who apparently plan 
to take over power; and the Peter Mokabas who totally 
contradict the peace messages of their senior leaders.” 
BEELD says it is a matter of “so many groups, so many 
policies, so many emphases, and with a leader who is 
more than 70 years old, the ANC is ripe for hijacking in 
any direction.”’ “We believe the ANC will not try to 
remove 111s multiplicity of faces. It is their guarantee of 
gaining as many votes as possible.”’ ‘However, it 1s in the 
country’s interests that absolute clarity be obtained 
about the ANC in the election campaign, because that 
will be as decisive as the new constitution that South 
Africa will get.” 
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Angola 


Government Scores Military Successes Against 
UNITA 


Recaptures Benguela Province Towns 


MB1708 160393 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The Angolan Army says it has recaptured two 
towns in Benguela Province as part of a push towards 
UNITA’s [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] Headquarters in Huambo in the central 
highlands. The Army said that troops had recaptured 
Ganda and Alto Catumbela, about 180 kilometers from 
Huambo. Well-informed military sources in the north, 
where UNITA holds three regions, said the Angolan 
Army was mounting an operation to recapture Quipe- 
dro, a key locality in southern Uige Province, which is 
considered pivotal to the whole operation. In other 
reports from A \gola, ‘he Angolan Army said UNITA 
had killed six civilians and a traditional chief at Kassan- 
guidi in Lunda Norte Province, and the JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA newspaper reported that UNITA had killed 
50 youths 2* the major northern oil town of Soyo because 
they refused to join the party. 


4.ctions in Menongue, Cambambe 


MB1708194093 Luand: Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] In Menongue, the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] rebels have been 
planting more and more mines along paths leading to 
plantations. Nonetheless, the government forces con- 
tinue to push Jonas Savimbi’s men farther and farther 
from the city. 


Brigadier (Joaquim Passui), Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] commander for the Cuanza Norte Opcrationa’ 
Area, has said the military situation in Cambambe is 
normal because the government forces have been dealing 
successfully with all rebel operations. At this stage, the 
government troops are restoring calm to areas where 
Savimbi’s men have been disturbing ci‘izens. 


More than 130 UNITA rebels were killed in the clashes 
at Ganda. The government fo: ces recvcupied Ganda and 
Alto Catumbela yesterday. Thousands of local residents 
hailed the return of the government forces to those areas. 


Reports from Soyo say UNITA buried 50 people alive 
iast week. According to civilians who have sought refuge 
in Cabinda, the victims were all vouths who allegedly 
refused .o join Savimbi’s militarict wing. Other reports 
from Soyo say UNITA i torturing the elderly and all 
those who have relatives reportedly lirked to the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation ot Angola or the govern- 
ment. One of the murdered senior citizens was the father 
of Pedro Joao, ANGOP’s correspondent in Cabinda. He 
was executed by a UNITA sympathizer in the area of 
(Chisanda), in Soyo District. 
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Reportedly Drives UNITA From Cuito 


MB1708193293 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The Cuito-based government forces today carried 
out two offensive operations, the aims of which were to 
drive the National Union for the Totul Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] troops from the areas they were occu- 
pying. Abel Abraao, our correspondent in Cuito, reports 
the UNITA forces suffered heavy defeats at the hands of 
the government fcrces this afternoon: 


[Abraao] Despite shelling and shots from UNITA 
snipers, the atmosphere was less tense this afternoon 
than on previous days. The Angolan Government 
troops, the Angolan police, and the civilian defense 
forces carried out parallel operations to drive UNITA 
troops from the positions they have occupied in Cuito 
for the last few days. More than 10 UNITA men, 
including four snipers, were killed in those operations. In 
retaliation for the defeats they suffered on various 
combat fronts, the UNITA rebels intensified yet again 
their shelling of Cuito with long-range artillery. The 
Angolan Government forces continue to defend the city 
of Cuito with bravery, thereby fulfilling the responsi- 
bility they have taken on to defend these peaceful people 
to the bitter end. 


UNITA Continues Shelling Cuito 


MB1708203693 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Report by Elpidio Inacio] 


[Text] Cuito may well be called the city cf death these 
days. Savimbi’s cannons and snipers do not stop for a 
minute. They continue killing people and destroying the 
city. They do not always go unpunished, though, because 
the survivors remain determined to defend the city to the 
very last. 


Cuito continues to put up heroic resistance to the 
National Union for the Total Indeoendence of Angola’s 
[UNITA] ceaseless attempts to storm and take it. This 
morn‘ng there were intense clashes on the western side of 
Cuito. Joint government and civilian forces delivered 
counterattacxs in a bid to change the situation in which 
UNITA had kept the city over the last few days. 


Meanwhile, UNITA’s shelling of the city continues una- 
bated, and it is killing mainly civilians looking for food 
or water, or those simply surprised in ineir ruined 
homes, which cannot protect them from the impact of 
UNITA’s shells [words indistinct] by Savimbi'’s men. 
UNITA has also rendered some city streets impassable 
by positioning snipers who continue to kill the elderly 
and children. This is .ne situation in Cuito. The dead are 
left unburied. The wounded have little chance of sur- 
vival. Those still alive are waiting for the call [words 
indistinct] at any time. 
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UNITA: Russian Pilots, Israelis Helping Government 


MB1708115893 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1100 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] movement in Angola claims that 
Russian pilots are flying Russian-built bomber aircraft 
for the Angolan Government, and that Israelis are doing 
maintenance work on the aircraft. 


A UNITA spokesman said that the Angolan Air Force 
was deliberately bombing civilian targets in the Bie and 
Huambo Provinces in central Angola. The majority of 
the people in the two provinces voted for UNITA in last 
year’s multiparty general and presidential elections. 


Angolan Government forces claim to have seized the 
Cambulo diamond producing area in the Lunda Norte 
Province in the east of the country. 


Mozambique 


Multiparty Talks Recess After Hearing Four Proposals 


MB1708175893 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] Four proposals concerning the composition of the 
National Electoral Council [CNE] have been put forward 
at the multiparty talks. They could help overcome the 
deadlock at the consultative meeting on the Draft Elec- 
toral Law. 


The Mozambican Nationalist Movement [Monamo] 
proposes 10 seats for the government, seven for the 
Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo], three for 
the opposition parties, and one consensus seat for the 
chairman. The Mozambique United Front-Democratic 
Convergence and National Reconstruction Party pro- 
poses 10 seats for the government, seven for Renamo, 
and four for the other political parties. The National 
Convention Party [PCN] has suggested nine seats for the 
government, seven for Renamo, and five for the 
unarmed opposition parties. The PCN also proposes two 
deputy chairmen for the CNE and a chairman to be 
elected by a two-thirds majority. The Patriotic Action 
Front has proposed 10 seats for the government, seven 
for Renamo, three for the other political parties, and one 
chairman either to be designated by ihe United Nations 
or to be a religious leader chosen by consensus. 


The multiparty meeting for consultation on the Draft 
Electoral Law has gone into recess so some matters can 
be thought over. It is expected to resume tomorrow 
afternoon. 
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Government-Renamo Commission for 
Administration Set Up 


MB1708175693 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The presidency of the Republic has created a 
national commission to facilitate collaboration and 
understanding between the Ministry of State Adminis- 
tration and the Mozambique National Resistance [Ren- 
amo], with a view to administering Renamo-controlled 
areas, according to last month’s Government Gazette. 
That national commission includes an equal number of 
government and Renamo representatives, for a total of 
eight. Machatine Mongwambe heads the commission. 
The commission has been created as paft of the imple- 
mentation of Protocol 5 of the General Peace Accord. 


Government, Renamo Generals View Soldier 
Training at Nyanga 


MB1708175593 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Aug 93 


{Report by Radio Mozambique correspondent Fernando 
Canana] 


[Text] The formation of the future unified army is one of 
the cornerstones for the success of the Mozambican 
peace process. At this stage, there are 100 Mozambican 
military officers and noncommissioned officers under- 
going training at the Nyanga Military Training Center in 
Zimbabwe. Before the cease-fire agreement was signed, 
those soldiers were on opposing sides. Their training is 
expected to last 16 weeks, after which they are scheduled 
to return to the country to train the Mozambique 
Defense Armed Forces, FADM, infantry battalions. The 
heads of the government and Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] teams to the Joint Commission for 
the Formation of the Mozambique Defense Armed 
Forces [CCFADM], which will oversee the formation of 
the future unified and apolitical army, have gone to 
Nyanga to inspect the training of those 100 Mozambican 
soldiers. General Tobias Dai, head of the government’ 
team, had this to say: 


[Begin Dai recording] We are visiting the Nyanga Mili- 
tary Training Center to assess the degree to which 
training programs planned for this initial stage are being 
implemented. Those programs are intended for army 
instructors, and this first stage is attended by 50 govern- 
ment and 50 Renamo soldiers. Its aim is for the soldiers 
to undergo all sorts of adaptation exercises so the main 
training course can begin soon in its entirety. That 
course will be attended by an additional 220 soldiers 
from each side, for a total of 540 men. Those men will be 
undergoing training for 16 months up to 30 December 
1994. Lieutenant General Mateus Ngonyamo and I are 
here so we can assess the condition of the first men to 
arrive here in Nyanga. We are here to see how they are 
doing, with respect to their health and their work, and 
whether they are grasping what they are being taught. We 
are also here to see whether the advising instructors are 
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implementing those programs correctly. Thus, in a nut- 
shell, the aim of our trip is to assess on the ground the 
implementation of the prescribed programs. [end 
recording] 


In turn, Lt. Gen. Mateus Ngonyamo, head of the 
Renamo team to the CCFADM, has said he believes this 
process of formation of the single army will be both 
normal and successful. 


[Begin recording] [Ngonyamo] Yes, from the very start 
of our programs and discussions, we have achieved 
much progress. That is a guarantee that the process is 
irreversible, that it will continue, and that we will 
succeed in implementing our programs. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Some observers feel that 
so far military matters have been approached in a more 
flexible manner than political matters. Gen. Ngonyamo, 
would you like to comment on that? Could this be a 
major [word indistinct] to the whole process? 


[Ngonyamo] Well, our commission has its own program 
and mission. The other political commissions also have 
their own programs and they act accordingly. In fact, our 
discussions have been producing very positive work. I 
am unable to comment on whether the politicians are 
lagging behind us, but it is true that our commission is 
making progress. [end recording] 
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Zambia 


Inkatha’s Buthelezi Meets Vice President, 
Minister 


MB1708193593 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The president of the Inkatha Freedom Party of 
South Africa, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, has 
described the [word indistinct] interim constitution from 
the negotiating process in his country as disastrous. 
Chief Buthelezi, who is also chief minister of kwaZulu, 
told Vice President Levy Mwanawasa, when he called on 
him, that it was because of this that he had objections. 
He said his party believes that the best solution is to 
negotiate constitutional principles [words indistinct] 
with all parties and (?in) the appointment of [word 
indistinct] experts to draft the constitution. Chief 
Buthelezi also said that the Inkatha has pulled out of the 
negotiations in South Africa [words indistinct] and ear- 
lier Mr. Mwanawasa said Zambia is very concerned 
about the violence in South Africa and has called for 
efforts to minimize it. 


Speaking [words indistinct] Lusaka, when he (?called on) 
the visiting Inkatha Freedom Party leader, Chief 
Buthelezi, Minister Without Portfolio Brigadier Godfrey 
Miyanda said Zambia is ready to help in ending the 
violence in South Afri-a. 


In reply, Chief Buthelezi said it was the wish of Inkatha 
and its members to fight for political change in South 
Africa through peaceful means. 
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Liberia 


Council of State Chairman, Other Officials Elected 
AB1708140093 Paris AFP in French 1320 GMT 
17 Aug 93 


[Text] Cotonou, 17 Aug (AFP)—Today in Cotonou, Mr. 
Bismark Kuyon, former speaker of Liberia’s Interim 
Legislative Assembly, was elected chairman of the 
Council of State, the transitional executive organ 
charged with leading the country to elections slated for 
February 1994, well-informed sources disclosed in Cot- 
- onou today. 


Mrs. Dorothy Musuleng-Cooper, former education 
“minister” of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
[NPFL]—the main armed faction—was elected first vice 
chairperson and Mr. Mohamed Sheriff, a doctor and 
representative of the United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia [ULIMO}—the NPFL’s rival fac- 
tion—was named second vice chairman. 


This threefold election follows 24 hours of difficult 
negotiations between the parties to the Liberian conflict, 
namely the interim government, NPFL, and ULIMO, 
which have been meeting in Cotonou since 14 August to 
set up the Council of State. 


Nigeria 
Further on Babangida Decision To ‘Relinquish’ Powers 


Explains Reasons for Resignation 


AB1708160293 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1530 
GMT 17 Aug 93 


[From the “Sixty Minutes” program] 


[Text] [Begin Babangida recording] [words indistinct], I 
offer as my own (?personal) sacrifice to relinquish the 
[word indistinct] title of president and commander in 
chief [applause] of the Armed Forces of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. [end recording] 


General Ibrahim Babangida announcing his decision to 
step aside as president and commander in chief of the 
Nigerian Armed Forces today to the National Assembly. 
We will be hearing more about that during the next hour. 


The Nigerian leader, General Ibrahim Babangida has 
offered to step aside as president and commander in chief 
of the Nigerian Armed Forces. President Babangida told 
the country’s National Assembly in Abuja on Tuesday [17 
August] that the decision followed lengthy deliberations 
with the service chiefs. He described the move as his own 
personal sacrifice to the resolution of the country’s polit- 
ical crisis. President Babangida said it was unfortunate 
that he had been portrayed as the issue and obstacle to civil 
democratic rule in Nigeria by those who should know 
better. But he declared: I know, as a matter of fact, that this 
perception of me is not correct. On the proposed interim 
national government which is expected to commence this 
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month, Gen. Babangida said the details would be made 
public soon. There will be more on the address later in the 


program. 


Outlines Future, Offers Assurances 


AB1708170593 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1540 
GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] General Ibrahim Babangida has offered to step 
aside as president and commander in chief of the Nige- 
rian Armed Forces. He announced this today in Abuja in 
his address to the National Assembly on the country’s 
political problems: ; 


[Begin Babangida recording] It is unfortunate that I have 
been portrayed as the issue and obstacle to see demo- 
cratic rule by those who accused me. | do not believe 
that. I know as a matter of fact that this perception of me 
is not correct, but that does not really matter now. What 
matters the most is the peace, stability, and progress of 
our dear country [applause]. Patriotism and fame of high 
value demand that I do something personal about this 
uncharitable perception of my person and administra- 
tion over which I preside. This is what I shall propose 
now. With my service chiefs, I offer of my own personal 
sacrifice to relinquish the title of president and com- 
mander in chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. There [words indistinct] will always 
be for posterity to come [words indistinct] ihe responsi- 
bility of the military in the history of administration in 
this country. I should also be prepared [words indistinct] 
interim government to [words indistinct]. Consequently, 
during the period of interim administration, I, Gen. 
Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida, who, by the grace of 
Allah, served this country in the capacity of the president 
and commander in chief of the Armed Forces from 1985 
till date, will claim before Nigerians full account of our 
stewardship so that we can put to rest the usual trend for 
foggery, malicious [words indistinct] by our compatriots 
or [words indistinct] by this country in one capacity or 
the other. [end recording] 


Gen. Babangida said the interim national government, 
which the military administration has agreed to install 
later this month, is the product of consensus and dia- 
logue. He told the legislators that details of the proposed 
government would be announced soon. 


[Begin Babangida recording] The acceptance of an 
interim government arrangement is a [words indistinct] 
for all people to resolve [words indistinct] before us in 
spite of temporary political difficulties. The consensus of 
the interim national government calls for continued 
cooperation within the political leadership as well as the 
chamber leadership and the masses of our people. [end 
recording] 


And to the international community, Gen. Babangida 
addressed this assurance: 
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[Begin Babangida recording] May I appeal to my 
brothers and sisters in the [word indistinct] that democ- 
racy and democratization in Nigeria are on course. Let 
me assure them that national compliance [passage indis- 
tinct]. I wish to state emphatically that there is no 
military dictator here in Nigeria. [end recording] 


Speaks on Military, Legislature 


AB1708213793 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 1905 GMT 17 Aug 93 


{Address by President Ibrahim Babangida to the 
National Assembly in Abuja on 17 August] 


[Summary From Poor Reception] President Ibrahim 
Babangida addressed the National Assembly today. He 
said the interim government can lead to a responsible 
civil government and bring to completion the election of 
the president in December. President Babangida said 
that the government will in the months ahead play a 
cruciai role in the country. He said that the Armed 
Forces will ensure the country “territorial integrity” and 
also “ensure that the interim government survives.” He 
said that as part of his own sacrifice, he will resign from 
his post “as commander in chief of the Armed Forces of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria.” He said he will brief 
the elected president “on any relevant information.” He 
also promised to make before Nigerians a “full account 
of his stewardship during the period of the transition 
administration.” The president called on the “political 
class to rise to the challenge” of the current political 
situation by mounting enlightening campaigns on 
democracy in the country. Referring to foreign media 
reports, General Ibrahim Babangida said “there is no 
military dictator” in Nigeria as “the decisionmaking in 
the past eight years had been a collective exercise.” He 
also said that the legislature very soon will be the pivot of 
the democratization process. 


Says ‘No Military Dictatorship’ 


AB1808094793 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] Members of the National Assembly have been 
urged to defend and market the gains of democratization 
in Nigeria to the outside world. Addressing the National 
Assembly in Abuja yesterday, President Ibrahim 
Babangida emphasized that with the installation of rep- 
resentative government up to the National Assembly 
level, 95 percent of his administration’s democratic 
project had been completed. He therefore advised the 
legislators to mount an enlightenment campaign for their 
colleagues in the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. 


General Babangida also appeal to members of the 
National Assembly to inform Africans in the diaspora 
that Nigeria's transition program would not deplete the 
image of the black man. He maintained that there was no 
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military dictatorship in Nigeria, adding that his admin- 
istration would parade credentials in the fields of peace- 
keeping and crisis resolution in different parts of the 
world. 


President Babangida appealed to Nigeria’s foreign 
friends, especially the older democracies, to show under- 
standing and encouragement to the present efforts to 
establish true democracy in Nigeria. 


To Give Account of Stewardship 


AB1808130593 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 18 Aug 93 


[““Excerpts’’ of an address by President Ibrahim 
Babangida to the joint session of the National Assembly 
in Abuja on 17 August—Babangida’s statements within 
quotes read by studio announcer] 


[Text] As you just heard in the news, General Ibrahim 
Babangida yesterday offered to step aside as president 
and commander in chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces. 
He announced this in his address to the National 
Assembly on the country’s political problem. Excerpts of 
his speech are read from our studio: 


“It is unfortunate that I have been portrayed as the issue 
and obstacle to civil democratic rule by those who are 
supposed to know better. I do not believe so. I know, as 
a matter of fact, that this perception of me is not correct, 
but that does not really matter now. What matters the 
most is the peace, stability, and progress of our dear 
country. Patriotism and sense of high values demand 
that I do something personally about this uncharitable 
perception of my person and the administration over 
which I preside. This is what I shall now proceed to do. 


“Following lengthy deliberations with my service chiefs, 
I offered, as my own personal sacrifice, to voluntarily 
step aside as the president and commander in chief of 
the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
Consequently, during the period of the interim admin- 
istration, I, General Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida, 
who by the grace of Allah served this country in the 
capacity of president, commander in chief, from 1985 to 
date, will place before Nigerians full account of our 
stewardship so that we can put to rest the unusual craze 
for forgery, malicious or fiction writing by our compa- 
triots or swearing to affidavits by publicity seeking 
Nigerians who are bent on maligning those who served 
this country in one capacity or the other.” 


Gen. Babangida said the interim national government, 
which the military administration has agreed to install 
later in this month, is a product of consensus and 
dialogue. He told the legislators that details of the 
proposed government would be announced soon. 


“The success of the interiin national government calls 
for the cooperation of all Nigerians. As senior legislators, 
you have a primary responsibility to present thoughtfully 
to our people, the imperative of the political contrivance, 
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which the political leadership of our country has 
resolved to give a chance in furtherance of our collective 
destiny. Our people need to be reassured that the coop- 
eration required of them is for the collective good. The 
political leadership must reciprocate the sacrifice that 
our people make.” 


And to the international community, Gen. Babangida 
addressed this assurance: 


‘“‘Let me appeal to my brothers and sisters in diaspora 
that democracy and democratization in Nigeria are on 
course. Let me assure them that nothing has been done to 
stultify democratization in Nigeria, nor is the Nigerian 
military’s comm!tment to democracy on the wane. We 
are still full of the spirit which makes us freedom fighters 
and a member of the Frontline States. Our credentials in 
the fight for the restoration of human dignity to blacks 
anywhere still remain unassailable. I wish to state 
emphatically that there is no military dictator here in 
Nigeria. Indeed, the military in Nigeria has always 
frowned at dictatorial practice because its Nigerian root 
is inherently and fanatically democratic.” 


Transitional Government To Hand Over Power 25 Aug 


AB1808082093 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] The handing-over date from the transitional gov- 
ernment to the proposed interim national government is 
now August 25 and not the 27th of August. The vice 
president, Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, disclosed this 
yesterday at the Presidential Villa, Abuja, while 
addressing members of the Transitional Council. In view 
of this development, Admiral Aikhomu advised the 
members to prepare their handing-over notes by Friday 
[20 August], this week. He said that government would 
welcome any innovation in their handing-over notes 
which could model information to guide their successors 
in the interim national government. The vice president 
thanked members of the Transitional Council for their 
immense contributions to the governance of the country 
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at this very difficult period. Admiral Aikhomu said 
President Babangida would soon meet with members of 
the Transitional Council. 


Parliament To Give Legitimacy to Proposed Government 


AB1808091093 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] The national legislature is to provide the basis of 
the democratic legitimacy of the proposed interim 
national government. President Ibrahim Pabangida said 
that this had to be so because the last dr. ve towards full 
realization of the Third Republic was the body at the 
federal level, which had the grass-roots constituency and 
therefore the anchor of popular views. He remarked that 
although the interim government would be headed by an 
appointed person, it must operate as the constitutional 
government with constitutionally specified powers. In 
this regard, the legislature at the federal level must 
exercise its powers as the necessary complement and 
balance to the executive powers of the interim govern- 
ment. Appropriate laws are to be enacted to enable the 
National Assembly play key legislative role under the 
interim government. 


Opposition Head Sees Babangida Move as Political 
aneuver 

LD1708200193 Paris Radio France International in 

French 1830 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The logical consequence of Ibrahim Babangida’s 
departure should be the taking of power by Moshood 
Abiola. The candidate from the Social Democratic Party 
was the victor in the elections on 12 June. However, as 
you will hear, he sees only a political maneuver in the 
president’s words: 


[Begin Abiola recording in English fading to French 
translation] I think that we are overestimating what he 
has said. He did not say that he was leaving power. He 
offered his resignation to his military colleagues and 
passed this offer on to the National Assembly. What he 
now wants is that this Assembly should vote in a resolu- 
tion asking him to stay at the presidency, because his 
colleagues in the Army were not prepared to extend his 
Stay. [end recording] 


END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


